A LIST OF BIRD SPECIES RECORDED AT KOSITAPPU/BARRAGE 


COMPILED FOR NATURETREK BY GUY THOMPSON 


Wit) 


INTRODUCTION 

This list aims to provide a guide to the bird species that have been recorded within the wetland area 
comprising Kosi Tappu National Park and the Kosi Barrage in eastern Nepal. An attempt to 
summarise all species' status and occurence in the Kosi area has been made and is indicated by the 
capital letter following each species name; the emboldened capitals indicate a species which is 
considered to be internationally endangered. Where appropriate, an additional comment provides 
further information. The list is by no means comprehensive or wholly accurate - as we still lack full 
knowledge of many aspects of the area, especially its breeding birds - but is intended to provide some 
documentation of the rich diversity of birdlife that has been recorded within the area and provides an 
indication of its international ecological value. 

A total of 394 species have definitely been recorded in the Kosi area, despite the fact that it has never 
had the coverage of similar sites, such as Bharatpur (Keoladeo Ghana National Park) in India. Many 
further species of birds have been recorded in surrounding forest, but it is not known if they occur 
within the boundaries of the National Park. The value of Kosi as an Asian wetland site is exemplified 
by this high species total. It clearly constitutes an area of international importance for wintering and 
passage wildfowl, waders and raptors; it provides valuable breeding habitat for herons, storks, egrets 
and a variety of species that depend on its extensive riverine forest, grassland and open marsh. 
Furthermore, this bird list demonstrates that the Kosi area supports a significant number of species 
which are considered to be internationally endangered. 

Sources used in the compilation of this list include A Guide to the Birds of Nepal (Inskipp and 
Inskipp, 1991), the bird list for Kosi Tappu compiled by Carol Inskipp in Nepal's forest birds: their 
status and conservation (Inskipp, 1989) and newsletters of the Nepal Birdwatching Club. I have also 
drawn heavily upon unpublished observations by a number of Nepali and British ornithologists, 
notably Tika Ram Giri, Hem Sagar Baral and Hathan Ram Choudhary. The nomenclature and 
taxonomic status of species largely follow Inskipp and Inskipp (1991). 


STATUS CODE 

R = Resident 
M= Passage migrant 
S = Summer visiter 
W = Winter visiter 
AM = Altitudinal migrant 
V = Vagrant 

F = Formerly recorded but probably no longer occuring in the Kosi area 
U = Uncommon/scarce/irregular 
? = Status uncertain 


INTERNATIONAL STATUS (From Inskipp, 1989) 

E = Endangered 
V = Vulnerable 
R = Rare 

I = Species for which Nepal may hold internationally significant breeding populations 
N = Species for which Nepal may hold internationally significant breeding populations and for which 
the country may be especially important 



SYSTEMATIC LIST 


STATUS COMMENT 


LITTLE GREBE (Tachybaptus nt/lcollls) R,W,M 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE ( Podiceps crl status ) W 

BLACK-NECKED GREBE (Podiceps nlgrlcollis) V 

GREAT CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax carbo) R 

LITTLE CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax nlger) W,M,R 

DARTER (Anhlnga melanogaster) R 

WHITE PELICAN (Pelecanus onocrotalus) V 

SPOT-BILLED PELICAN (Pelecanus phtllipensis) M (U) 

EURASIAN BITTERN (Botaurus sieltarls ) W,M 

YELLOW BITTERN (Ixobrychus sinensis) S 

CINNAMON BITTERN (Ixobrychus cinnamomeus) S,R 

BLACK BITTERN (Dupelor flavlcoltls) V 

BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON (Nyllcorax nyticorax) R,S 

STRIATED HERON (Bulorides strialus) R,S 

INDIAN POND HERON (Ardeola grayif) R 

CATTLE EGRET (Bubulcus ibis) R 

LITTLE EGRET (Egrella garzella) R 

INTERMEDIATE EGRET (Egrella intermedia) R 

GREAT EGRET (Egrella alb a) R 

GREY HERON (Ardea clnerea) W 

PURPLE HERON (Ardea purpurea) R,S 

PAINTED STORK (Mycterla leucocephala) S (U) 

ASIAN OPENBILL STORK (Anastomus oscllans) R,M 

BLACK STORK (Ciconla nigra) W,M 

WOOLLY-NECKED STORK (Ciconla eplscopus) R,S 

WHITE STORK (Ciconla ciconla) V 

BLACK-NECKED STORK (Xenorhynchus asiaticus) R,M,W 

GREATER ADJUTANT STORK (Leptopillos dubius) S (U) 

LESSER ADJUTANT STORK (Leptoptllus javanicus) R 

GLOSSY IBIS (Plegadis falcinellus) V 

RED-NAPED IBIS (Pseudibis papillosa) R 

BLACK-HEADED IBIS (Thresklornis melanocephalus) S,R 

SPOONBILL (Platalea leucorodia) W,M 

GREATER FLAMINGO (Phoenlcopterus ruber) V 

FULVOUS WHISTLING DUCK (Dendrocygna bicolor) V 

LESSER WHISTLING DUCK (Dendrocygna jacanica) W,M,R 

GREYLAG GOOSE (Anseranser) M,W 

BAR-HEADED GOOSE (Anser indices) M,W 

RUDDY SHELDUCK (Tadorna fermginea) W,M 

COMMON SHELDUCK (Tadorna tadorna) M (U) 

COMB DUCK (Sarkldiornis melanolos) W 

COTTON PYGMY GOOSE (Nellapus coromandelianus) R,S 

EURASIAN WIGEON (Anas penelope) W,M 

FALCATED DUCK (Anas fatcala) M,W 

GADWALL (Anas strepera) W,M 

BAIKAL TEAL (Anasformosa) V 

COMMON TEAL (Anas creca) W,M 

MALLARD (Anas plalyrhynchos) W,M 

SPOT-BILLED DUCK (Anaspoecilorhyncha) W,R 

NORTHERN PINTAIL (Anas acuta) W,M 

GARGANEY (Anas querquedula) M,W 

NORTHERN SHOVELER (Anas clypeala) M,W 

RED-CRESTED POCHARD (Nella ruflna) M,W 

COMMON POCHARD (Aylhyaferina) W,M 

BAER'S POCHARD (Aythya baerf) M (U) 

FERRUGINOUS DUCK (Aythya nyroca) M,W 

TUFTED DUCK (Aythya fultgula) W,M,R 

GREATER SCAUP (Aythya marila) V 

LONG-TAILED DUCK (Clangula hyemalls) V 

COMMON GOLDENEYE (Bucephala clangula) W (U) 

SMEW (Mergus albellus) V 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER (Mergus senator) V 

GOOSANDER (Mergus merganser) W 

CRESTED HONEY BUZZARD (Pernis ptilorhyncus) R 

BLACK-SHOULDERED KITE (Elanus caeruleus) R 

BLACK KITE (Milvus migrans) R 

BRAHMINY KITE (Hallaslur Indus) R (U) 

PALLAS'S FISH EAGLE (Haliaeelus lettcoryphus) W,M (U) 

WHITE-TAILED EAGLE (Haliaeelus alblcllla) W 

GREY-HEADED FISHING EAGLE (Ichlhyophaga ichthyaetus) U 

EGYPTIAN VULTURE (Neophron percnopterus) R,M 
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ORIENTAL WHITE-BACKED VULTURE (Gyps bengalensls) 
LONG-BILLED VULTURE (Gyps Indtcus) 

EURASIAN GRIFFON VULTURE (Gypsfiilvus) 
RED-HEADED VULTURE (Sarcogyps calvus) 

EURASIAN BLACK VULTURE (Aegypius monachus) 
SHORT-TOED EAGLE (Ctrcaetus galllcus) 

CRESTED SERPENT EAGLE (Spilornis cheela) 

EURASIAN MARSH HARRIER (Circus aerugtnosus) 

HEN HARRIER (Circus cyaneus) 

PALLID HARRIER (Circus macroourus) 

MONTAGU'S HARRIER (Circus pygargus) 

PIED HARRIER (Circus melanoleucus) 

BESRA (Acclplter vlrgalus) 

EURASIAN SPARROWHAWK (Acclplter tUsus) 

CRESTED GOSHAWK (Acclplter trlvlrgatus) 

SHIKRA (Acclplter badius) 

WHITE-EYED BUZZARD (Butastur teesa) 

COMMON BUZZARD (Buteo buteo) 

LONG-LEGGED BUZZARD (Buteo ruflnus) 

BLACK EAGLE (Ictlnaetus matayensis) 

LESSER SPOTTED EAGLE (Aquila pomarlna ) 

SPOTTED EAGLE (Aquila ctanga) 

STEPPE EAGLE (Aquila nipalensls) 

TAWNY EAGLE (Aquila vlndhlana) 

IMPERIAL EAGLE (Aquila heltaca) 

GOLDEN EAGLE (Aquila chrysaetos) 

BOOTED EAGLE (Hieraaetus pennatus) 

RUFOUS-BELLIED HAWK-EAGLE (Hieraatus klenerll) 
CHANGEABLE HAWK EAGLE (Splzaetus ctrrhatus) 
OSPREY (Pandion hallaetus) 

RED-THIGHED FALCONET (Mlcrohierax caerulescens) 
LESSER KESTREL (Falco naumannl) 

COMMON KESTREL (Falco timumculus) 

RED-NECKED FALCON (Falco chlcquera) 

AMUR FALCON (Falco amurensis) 

MERLIN (Falco columbarlus) 

EURASIAN HOBBY (Falco subbuleo) 

LAGGAR FALCON (Falco jugger) 

PEREGRINE (Falco peregrines) 

BLACK FRANCOLIN (Francollnus francollnus) 

SWAMP FRANCOLIN (Francollnus fularis) 

COMMON QUAIL (Coturnix coturnix) 

RED JUNGLEFOWL (Gallus gallus) 

BLUE PEAFOWL (Pavo crlstatus) 

YELLOW-LEGGED BUTTONQUAIL (Turnlx tank!) 
BARRED BUTTONQUAIL (Turnlx suscltator) 

WATER RAIL (Rallus aquaticus) 

SPOTTED CRAKE (Porzana porzana) 

BAILLON'S CRAKE (Porzana pusilla) 

RUDDY-BREASTED CRAKE (Porzana fusca) 

BROWN CRAKE (Amaurornls akool) 

WHITE-BREASTED WATERIIEN (Amaurornls phoenlcurus) 
COMMON MOORHEN (Galllnula chloropus) 

PURPLE GALLINULE (Porphyrlo porphyria) 

WATERCOCK (Gallicrex clnerea) 

EURASIAN COOT (Fulicaatra) 

COMMON CRANE (Grus grus) 

DEMOISELLE CRANE (Anthropoldes Virgo) 

BENGAL FLORICAN (Houbaropsis bengalensls) 
PHEASANT-TAILED JACANA (Hydrophasianus chlrurgus) 
BRONZE-WINGED JACANA (Metopidius indicus) 

PAINTED SNIPE (Rostratula benghalensis) 
BLACK-WINGED STILT (Himanlopus hlmantopus) 
AVOCET (Recurvlrostra avosetta) 

NORTHERN STONE CURLEW (Burhinus oedtcnemus) 
GREAT STONE-PLOVER (Esactts recurvlorostrts) 

INDIAN COURSER (Cursorlus coromandelicus) 

ORIENTAL PRATINCOLE (Glareola maldivarunt) 

LITTLE PRATINCOLE (Glareola lactea) 

LlTrLE RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius dubius) 
LONG-BILLED PLOVER (Charadrius dubius) 

KENTISH PLOVER (Charadrius alexandrhts) 

LESSER SAND PLOVER (Charadrius mongolus) 

GREATER SAND PLOVER (Charadrius leschenaultil) 
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SHORT-EARED OWL (Aslo flammeus) W (U) 

INDIAN NIGHTJAR (Caprhnulgus asiaticus) R (U)? 

LARGE-TAILED NIGHTJAR (Caprlmulgus macrurus) R(U)? 

HIMALAYAN SWIFTLET ( Collocalta brevlrostris ) AM (U) 

PACIFIC SWIFT (Apus paclflcus) M,W? 

ALPINE SWIFT (Apus metba) W 

LITTLE SWIFT (Apus afflnls) R 

ASIAN PALM SWIFT (Cypsiurus balaslensls) R 

WHITE-BREASTED KINGFISHER ( Halycon coronata) R 

BLACK-CAPPED KINGFISHER ( Halycon pileata ) V 

STORK-BILLED KINGFISHER ( Pelargopsls capensls) R 

EURASIAN KINGFISHER ( Alcedo alibis ) R 

PIED KINGFISHER (Ceiyle rudts) R 

GREEN BEE-EATER (Merops orienlalis) It,S 

BLUE-TAILED BEE-EATER ( Merops phllllplnius) S 

CHESTNUT-HEADED BEE-EATER ( Merops lesclienaultl ) S,R 

INDIAN ROLLER ( Coraclas benghalensls) R 

HOOPOE ( Uptipaepops ) R,M 

INDIAN GREY HORNBILL ( Tockus blroslrls ) R (U) 

ORIENTAL PIED HORNBILL ( Anthracoceros coronatus ) R (U) 

LINEATED BARBET (Megalalma Uneata ) R 

BLUE-THROATED BARBET {Megalalma aslallca ) It 

COPPERSMITH BARBET {Megalalma haemacephala) R 

EURASIAN WRYNECK (Jynx torquilla) W,M 

GREY-HEADED WOODPECKER {Picas cantis) R 

L. GOLDEN-BACKED WOODPECKER {Dlnoplttm benghalense ) R 

FULVOUS-BREASTED PIED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopus macel) R 

INDIAN PITTA {Pitta brachytira) S 

BENGAL BUSHLARK {Mlrafra assamlca) R 

ASHY-CROWNED FINCHLARK {Eremopterlx grlsea) R 

SANDLARK {Calandrella raylal) R 

CREATER SHORT-TOED LARK {Calandrella brachydadyla) W,M 

HUME'S SHORT-TOED LARK {Calandrella aciitlrostrls) M (U)? 

ORIENTAL SKYLARK (Alauda gulgula) It,W 

BROWN-THROATED SAND MARTIN (Riparla paludlcola) R 

COLLARED SAND MARTIN {Riparla riparla) M (U) 

BARN SWALLOW {Hlnwdo msllca) R,S 

RED-RUMPED SWALLOW {Hlrundo daurlca) AM 

STREAK-THROATED SWALLOW {Hlrundofluvicola) V 

RICHARD'S PIPIT {Anthus novaeseelandlae) R,W,M 

BLYTH'S PIPIT {Anthus godlewskll) M (U)7 

OLIVE-BACKED PIPIT {Ambus hodgsonl) W 

TREE PIPIT {Anthus trivlalls) W,M (U) 

RED-THROATED PIPIT {Anthus cervlnus) W(U) 

ROSY PIPIT (Anthus roseatus) AM 

WATER PIPIT (Anthus splnoletta) V 

BUFF-BELLIED PIPIT (Anthus rubescens) W(U)7 

YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacllla/lava) M,W 

CITRINE WAGTAIL (Motacllla cltreola) W,M 

WHITE WAGTAIL (Motacllla alba) W,M 

WHITE-BROWED WAGTAIL (Motacllla maderaspatensis) R 

BLACK-HEADED CUCKOO SHRIKE (Coraclna melanoptera) S? (U) 

BLACK-WINGED CUCKOO SHRIKE (Coraclna melaschlstos) R 

LARGE CUCKOO SHRIKE (Coraclna novaehollandlae) R 

SCARLET MINIVET ( Perlcrocrolus /Jammetis) R 

RED-WHISKERED BULBUL ( Pycnonotus/ocosus) R 

RED-VENTED BULBUL (Pycnonolus cafer) R 

COMMON IORA (Aeglthlna tlphla) R 

GOLDEN-FRONTED LEAFBIRD (Chlorops aurifrons) R 

SIBERIAN RUBYTHROAT ( Lusclnla calliope) W,M 

BLUETHROAT (Lusclnla sveclca) W,M 

WHITE-TAILED RUBYTHROAT (Lusclnla pectoralls) W,M? 

ASIAN MAGPIE ROBIN (Copsychus saularls) R 

BLACK REDSTART (Phoenicians ochruros) AM 

BROWN ROCK CHAT (Cercomela fusca) V 

COMMON STONECHAT (Saxicola torquata) W,M 

WHITE-TAILED STONECHAT (Saxicola leucura) R 

HODGSON'S BUCHCAT (Saxicola instgnls) F7 (W) 

PIED BUSHCHAT (Saxicola caprata) R 

JERDON'S BUSHCHAT (Saxicola jerdonl) S (U)7 

BLUE ROCK-THRUSH (Monticola solllarlus) AM 

SCALY THRUSH (Zoothera dauma) W 

ORANGE-HEADED GROUND THRUSH (Zoothera cltrlna) W,M 

DARK-THROATED THRUSH (Turdus ru/lcollis) W,M 
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PALE-FOOTED BUSH WARBLER (Cellla pallidlpes) 
CHESTNUT-CROWNED BUSH WARBLER (Celtla major) 
GREY-SIDED BUSH WARBLER (Cetlla brunnifrons) 

SPOTTED BUSH WARBLER (Bradypterus thoracius) 

CHINESE BUSH WARBLER (Bradypterus tacsanowsklus) 
BRIGHT-CAPPED CISTICOLA (Cisllcola exilis) 

FANTAIL CISTICOLA ( CisllcolaJuncldis) 

GRACEFUL PRINIA (Prlnla gracilis) 

PLAIN PRINIA (Prlnla inornata) 

ASHY PRINIA (Prlnla soclalls) 

GREY-CAPPED PRINIA (Prlnla clnereocapllla) 
GREY-BREASTED PRINIA (Prlnla hodgsonl) 
YELLOW-BELLIED PRINIA (Prlnla jlavivenirls) 

STRIATED PRINIA (Prlnla crinlger) 

LARGE GRASS WARBLER (Graminicola bengalensis) 
COMMON TAILORBIRD (Orthotomus sutorlus) 
LANCEOLATED WARBLER (Locustella lanceolata) 
GRASSHOPPER WARBLER (Lociistell naevla) 

S TRIATED MARSH WARBLER (Meagalurus palustrls) 
BLACK-BROWED REED WARBLER (Acrocephalus blstrlceps) 
PADDYFIELD WARBLER (Acrocephalus agricola) 

BLYTH'S REED WARBLER (Acrocephalus dumelorum) 
CLAMOROUS REED WARBLER (Acrocephalus stentoreus) 
THICK-BILLED WARBLER (Acrocephalus aedon) 

BOOTED WARBLER (Hlppolals callgala) 

ORPHEAN WARBLER (Sylvia hortensls) 

LESSER WHITETHROAT (Sylvia curruca) 
GOLDEN-SPECTACLED WARBLER (Selcercus burkll) 
BLYTH'S CROWNED WARBLER (Phylloscoptts reguloldes) 
WESTERN CROWNED WARBLER (Phylloscoptts occipitalis) 
GREEN WARBLER (Phylloscoptts nltldtis) 

GREENISH WARBLER (Phylloscopus trochiloldes) 
LARGE-BILLED LEAF WARBLER (Phylloscoptts ntagnlrostrls) 
YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER (Phylloscoptts Inornatus) 
DUSKY WARBLER (Phylloscopttsfuscatus) 

SMOKY WARBLER (Phylloscoptts fuligiventer) 

TICKELL'S WARBLER (Phylloscoptts ajjlnls) 

CIIIFFCHAFF (Phylloscopus collyblta) 

PALE-CHINNED FLYCATCHER (Cyornls poltogenys) 
VERDITER FLYCATCHER (Mttscicapa thalassina) 
RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER (Ficedttla parva) 
GREY-HEADED FLYCATCHER (Cttllclcapa ceylonensis) 
WHITE-THROATED FANTAIL (Rhipidtira alblcollls) 
WHITE-BROWED FANTAIL (Rhlpidura aureola) 

ASIAN PARADISE FLYCATCHER (Terpslphone parodist) 
ABBOTT'S BABBLER (Trlchasloma abbotti) 

STRIATED BABBLER (Tttrdoldes earlef) 

JUNGLE BABBLER (Tttrdoldes strlatus) 

GREAT TIT (Partis major) 

VELVET-FRONTED NUTHATCH (Sitta frontalis) 
CHESTNUT-BELLIED NUTHATCH (Sitta castanea) 
WALLCREEPER (Tlchodroma murarla) 

PURPLE SUN BIRD (Nectarlnla aslatlca) 

ORIENTAL WHITE-EYE (Zosterops palpebrosa) 
BLACK-HOODED ORIOLE (Orlolus xanthornus) 
SLENDER-BILLED ORIOLE (Orlolus tenulrostrls) 

GOLDEN ORIOLE (Orlolus orlolus) 

BROWN SHRIKE (Lanlus crlstatus) 

ISABELLINE SHRIKE (Lanlus Isabelllnus) 

LONG-TAILED SHRIKE (Lanlus schach) 

GREY-BACKED SHRIKE (Lanlus tephronotus) 

GREAT GREY SHRIKE (Lanlus excubltor) 

BLACK DRONGO (Dlcrurus macrocercus) 

ASHY DRONGO (Dlcrurus lercophaeus) 

WHITE-BELLIED DRONGO (Dlcrurus caertdescens) 
CROW-BILLED DRONGO (Dlcrurus annectans) 

BRONZED DRONGO (Dlcrurus aenus) 

SPANGLED DRONGO (Dlcrurus hottentolus) 

ASHY WOODSWALLOW (Artamusfitscus) 

RUFOUS TREEPIE (Dendrocilta vagabunda) 

GREY TREEPIE (Dendrocilta formosae) 

HOUSE CROW (Corvus splendens) 

JUNGLE CROW (Corvus macrorhynchus) 
CHESTNUT-TAILED STARLING (Sturniis malabarlctts) 
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BRAHMINY STARLING (Sturnuspagodarum) 
COMMON STARLING (Sturnus vulgaris) 
ROSE-COLOURED STARLING (Sturnus roseus) 

ASIAN PIED STARLING (Sturnus contra) 

COMMON MYNAH (Acridotheres tristts) 

BANK MYNAH (Acridotheres glnginianus) 

JUNGLE MYNAH (Acridotheres fuscus) 

HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus) 

SPANISH SPARROW (Passer htspanlolensls) 
CINNAMON SPARROW (Passer rutilans) 

EURASIAN TREE SPARROW (Passer montanus) 
YELLOW-THROATED SPARROW {Pelronta xanthcollis) 
BLACK-BREASTED WEAVER (Ploceus benglwlensls) 
STREAKED WEAVER {Ploceus manyar) 

BAYA WEAVER {Ploceus phllltplnus) 

RED AVADAVAT {Amandava amandava) 

INDIAN SILVERBILL {Euodice malabarica) 
SCALY-BREASTED MUNIA {Lonchura punctulata) 
CHESTNUT MUNIA {Lonchura malacca) 

COMMON ROSEFINCH {Carpodacus erythrimts) 
BLACK-FACED BUNTING {Emberlza spodocephala) 
CHESTNUT-EARED BUNTING {Emberlza fucata) 
LITTLE BUNTING {Emberlza pusilla) 
YELLOW-BREASTED BUNTING {Emberlza aureola) 
BLACK-HEADED BUNTING {Emberlza melanocephala) 
CRESTED BUNTING {Melophus lathaml) 
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Guy Thompson, March 1994 



